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AHECPortalAHECPortal

Conceptualized by the Florida AHEC Conceptualized by the Florida AHEC 
Network’s Information and Support Services Network’s Information and Support Services 
Committee in response to the Florida Committee in response to the Florida 
Department of Health Bureau of Chronic Department of Health Bureau of Chronic 
Disease Cardiovascular InitiativeDisease Cardiovascular Initiative
Designed to disseminate cardiovascular Designed to disseminate cardiovascular 
related information to Florida’s health related information to Florida’s health 
practitioners in rural and underserved areaspractitioners in rural and underserved areas



Why Why AHECPortalAHECPortal??

To assist Florida’s rural and underserved To assist Florida’s rural and underserved 
healthcare professionals who have:healthcare professionals who have:

Limited access to print resourcesLimited access to print resources
Time constraints and over commitmentsTime constraints and over commitments
Limited financial resourcesLimited financial resources
High cost of online resources High cost of online resources 
Too much information on the InternetToo much information on the Internet
Difficulty in identifying quality informationDifficulty in identifying quality information



What is a Web Portal?What is a Web Portal?

Web Portals are instrumental in providing Web Portals are instrumental in providing 
a focused, confined  and  finite a focused, confined  and  finite 
information base for the information information base for the information 
seeker.seeker.
Web Portals provide a secure, single point Web Portals provide a secure, single point 
of interaction with diverse information, of interaction with diverse information, 
business processes, and people, business processes, and people, 
personalized to a users needs and personalized to a users needs and 
responsibilities. responsibilities. 



AHECPortal AHECPortal ContentContent

Cardiovascular DiseaseCardiovascular Disease
NutritionNutrition
DiabetesDiabetes
Physical ActivityPhysical Activity
ObesityObesity
Stroke/HypertensionStroke/Hypertension
TobaccoTobacco



AHECPortal AHECPortal ResourcesResources
Case studies/tutorialsCase studies/tutorials
Free online medical journals and Free online medical journals and 
books/dictionariesbooks/dictionaries
Clinical practice guidelinesClinical practice guidelines
Medical news/statisticsMedical news/statistics
Continuing education resourcesContinuing education resources
Slides/presentationsSlides/presentations
Downloadable patient education materialsDownloadable patient education materials

English English 
SpanishSpanish
Haitian Creole (limited)Haitian Creole (limited)



NavigationNavigation
Search within the portal for sites using Search within the portal for sites using 
filters available:filters available:

Resource typeResource type
Subject CategorySubject Category
KeywordsKeywords

An advanced search screen allows up to An advanced search screen allows up to 
three keywords to be entered and limits three keywords to be entered and limits 
results by sites that are:results by sites that are:

FreeFree
Require a feeRequire a fee
Require a registrationRequire a registration











Portal TrainingPortal Training

Training opportunities are available Training opportunities are available 
by AHEC librarians and are offered by AHEC librarians and are offered 
onsite to County Health onsite to County Health 
Departments, Community Health Departments, Community Health 
Centers, and Clinics.Centers, and Clinics.
Contact your local AHEC for more Contact your local AHEC for more 
informationinformation



Selection CriteriaSelection Criteria

Criteria for inclusion of resources was Criteria for inclusion of resources was 
based on guidelines established in based on guidelines established in The The 
Internet:  A Guide To Working  Smarter, Internet:  A Guide To Working  Smarter, A A 
FLAHEC Network publication.  Criteria FLAHEC Network publication.  Criteria 
includes:includes:

AccuracyAccuracy
Expertise/credentials of the authorsExpertise/credentials of the authors
Sites’ objectivitySites’ objectivity
CurrencyCurrency
CoverageCoverage



Future DevelopmentsFuture Developments

Linking to full text electronic journal Linking to full text electronic journal 
subscriptions and bookssubscriptions and books
Expansion of subject areas:Expansion of subject areas:

DiabetesDiabetes
NutritionNutrition
ObesityObesity
Physical activityPhysical activity
StrokeStroke

Include future AHEC and DOH health Include future AHEC and DOH health 
initiativesinitiatives
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